As part of the celebrations for the International Year of Crystallography in 2014 the IUCr has started to organize a worldwide crystal growing competition which now has reached its fourth edition. The competition is open to schoolchildren of primary or secondary schools (maximum age is 18) and invites them to explore the exciting, but sometimes frustrating world of growing crystals. Students should convey their experience of growing crystals through a video no longer than four minutes. Use of the mother language of the participants is recommended together with the use of English subtitles when applicable. The video should show in a creative way the experimental work carried out and illustrate its theoretical background. A judging panel nominated by the IUCr evaluates the entries according to six criteria: creativity, aesthetic value, description of working plan and experimental work, clarity of explanations, scientific background and safety. Currently a gold, silver and bronze medal is awarded to the winning contributions in three age categories (under 11, 11-15 and 15-18) [1] iycr2014. org/participate/crystal-growing-competition-2017 
